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Terry Winters’s “Tessellation Figures (7),” left,
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Terry Winters’s new, vigorous-
ly painted abstractions are rav-
ishing enough to risk the old pejo-
rative “decorative.” As if to de-
fend against anti-hedonist judg-
ment, Mr. Winters also offers a
series of notebook collages com-
bining scientific and quasi-scien-
tific imagery in Matthew Marks’s
small exhibition space at 502
West 22nd Street. Mixing dia-
grams, charts, children’s draw-

- ings and microscopic and astro-
nomical representations, and
with transparencies layered over
opaque pages, they suggest the
research program of an addled
consumer of popular science
magazines.
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“Cricket Music” and “Tessellation Figures (1).”

The collages are interesting,
but the paintings are riveting in
their gorgeousness. All but 2 of
the 11 on display measure a near-
ly square 80 by 76 inches and
most have the title “Tessellation
Figures.” Tessellation is a kind of
patterning in which the units cov-
er a surface without gaps or over-
laps — a checkerboard, for exam-
ple. Mr. Winters favors dia-
monds, which in some cases, as
in “Tessellation Figures (9),” ex-
tend flatly all over the canvas.

Despite the flickering colors

‘and darks and lights, that topog-

raphy appears inert compared
with most of the other paintings,
where patterning is warped and -
layered to complicated, spatially
illusory effect. In “Tessellation
Figures (1),” mint-green dia-
monds in a big circle diminish in
size toward an open center, creat-
ing a tunnel-like structure that
sucks your gaze in toward a hazy,
blue and green ovoid hovering in
luminous, orange space. The ef-
fect is psychedelically thrilling; it
is like a portal into another uni-
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